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po RECONCILED IN CHRIST 


In the experience of reconciliation to God through Christ is to be found the 
principle and the touch-stone of all genuine Christian doctrine: whatever can 
be derived from this experience and is consistent with it is true and necessary; 
whatever is incompatible with it lacks the essential Christian character .. . 
Jesus in His death has been the Supreme Power by which men have been recon- 
= ciled to God. It is as the crucified that He has been able to create in sinners 


God’s thoughts of sin, to evoke penitence, to inspire faith, to bring men back 


Ba 


to the Father . . . Most men after they receive the Gospel have much to learn 
of the scope of reconciliation. They do not realize how much God covers, and 
that reconciliation to Him has not had its perfect work until we are reconciled 
also to our fellows, to the order of providence, and to the inexorable laws of 
the spiritual world. 


—James Denney 
THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF RECONCILIATION 
James Clarke & Co., London. 
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A British prelate has declared: “The 
Ten Commandments are very largely 
responsible for giving young people 
the idea that the Church is a wet 
blanket. In common with many other 
clergymen, I no longer mention the 
Commandments in my sermons .. .” 
He doesn’t mention death, either, or 
blood. What does he preach about? 
The love of God. Somehow that re- 
port gave us the cold shivers. 





Writing about “social climbers’”’ Ruth 
Millett offered this penetrating obser- 
vation in her syndicated column: “First 
the couple joins the church that in- 
cludes the greatest number of social 
leaders. Never mind whether that 
church happens to be the one they 
were brought up in. A real social 
climber can discard a church member- 
ship as easily as a circle of outgrown 
friends.” It figures. 





The pastor of Holy Souls parish in 
a certain large city began a drive to 
promote the Tithe as the basis of 
stewardship in his parish, according to 
a recent RNS story. “Almighty God,” 
he declared, “never intended the 
Church to rely on bingos, carnivals, 
raffles and games of chance for sup- 
port. All such fund raising projects 
will be eliminated in Holy Souls parish 
after tithing comes into full effect.” 


But not before. 





And while we are on the subject of 
stewardship, the statistics just issued 
on Protestant giving for 1959 are 
quite revealing. The totals, ranging 
into the billions, are relatively un- 
enlightening. But our attention was 
caught by the fact that the giving for 
Foreign Missions increased by 4c per 
member over the year before whereas 
the giving for congregational expenses 
increased by $2.48 per member over 
the year before. These resulted in 
totals of $2.26 and $56.24 per member, 
respectively. The total per member 
to missions was not as great as the in- 
crease per member to current expenses. 
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AFRICA — “Mama Doctor,” said 
the Congolese nurse, “there is a baby 
that is gravely ill. He has Mbuaki.” 


He didn’t need to say more. We 
both knew what we would see — 
kwashiorkor, as it is called in some 
countries — a disease caused by pro- 
tein deficiency, usually complicated by 
multiple vitamin deficiencies as well. 


The child was a miserable, unhappy 
baby whose normally black, curly hair 
had disappeared and been replaced by 
ugly, red strands. The tiny limbs were 
heavy with edema, making the child 
look puffy, although he was starving 
for protein. The skin was cracked and 
peeling with scattered areas of depig- 
mentation. The child probably had 
diarrhea because his depleted tissues 
could no longer properly absorb even 
the water he was consuming. The 
treatment: MILK, above everything 
else — with vitamins and other medi- 
cations as needed. 


It was a story we see too often re- 
peated. The mother had twins, but 
not enough milk for both. “Mbuaki” 
develops in this situation, and also 
where the mother quits nursing the 
child for some reason or other. 


A month later this baby was hard to 
recognize as the same child. He was 
crawling everywhere, trying to walk. 
He had been too weak even to drink 
milk at first — we had to get it down 
by other methods. Now he eagerly 
waited for the chance to grab the cup 
of milk in his own hands and try to 
drink it. 


And where did the milk come from? 
Shipped to the Congo by American 
Protestants through Church World 
Service, it was Share-Our-Surplus milk 
... @ “cup of milk” in the Name of 
Christ—Adapted from a report by Dr. 
Gretchen Berggren. 





BULLETIN 
FULTON SUCCESSOR NAMED 


The Board of World Missions 
named Dr. T. Watson Street, Pro- 
fessor of Missions and Church His- 
tory at Austin Seminary since 1947, 
as its new Executive Secretary at 
its November meeting. He will as- 
sume the duties of the office when 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton retires next 
June. A complete report on the 
search for Dr. Fulton’s 
successor, by nominating committee 
chairman L. Nelson Bell, will be 
published in next week’s JOURNAL. 


two-year 











Greek Orthodox Church 
Attacks Mission Ads 


ATHENS — (RNS) — Strong 
measures are being taken by the Holy 
Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church 
here to counteract what it calls the 
“heretical propaganda” of the Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates of New York, general 
secretary of the American Mission to 
Greeks. 


For the past two years, Mr. Zod- 
hiates has been publishing an evan- 
gelistic message each week as a paid 
advertisement in some 100 Greek news- 
papers and magazines. 


In New York, Mr. Zodhiates ex- 
pressed regret at the “hostility” shown 
by the Orthodox Church over his wish 
to be of spiritual and material help 
to the Greeks. He said the synod’s 
actions “stem from a spirit of inse- 
curity” and a misapprehension that 
his purpose is to “make Protestants of 
the Greek Orthodox,” when it is simply 
to preach Christ and the Gospel of 
personal salvation on a non-sectarian 
basis. 


Mr. Zodhiates noted that he writes 
his weekly messages on the very same 
Scripture passages read in all the 
Greek Orthodox churches each Sunday 
and that many of the Orthodox priests 
use his message as material for ser- 
mons. This, he said, shows that the 
Orthodox Church’s objection is not to 
the messages’ content, but simply to 
the fact that he is a Protestant. 


All-Time Record Set 
In Bible Distribution 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — More 
than 29,530,000 copies of Scriptures 
were distributed throughout the world 
in 1959 by member groups of the 
United Bible Societies for an all-time 
record, it was reported at the 42nd an- 
nual meeting here of the American Bi- 
ble Society’s Advisory Council. 


Of this total the American society 
alone was responsible for the distri- 
bution of some 17,650,000 Scriptures, 
it was noted in the report presented 
by ABS secretaries. Currently, the 
report said, the ABS in cooperation 
with other UBS members is engaged 
in the translation, publication and dis- 
tribution of Scriptures in 296 lan- 
guages in 75 countries and territories. 


A summary report on ABS Scripture 
distribution in the U. S. for the first 
six months in 1960 indicated that the 
society’s record for last year will be 
surpassed by a considerable margin. 


A section of the secretaries’ report 
also said that the ABS ministry to the 
U. S. Armed Forces “should gain fresh 
impetus” following a recent agreement 
with the Chiefs of Chaplains to supply 
all American military chaplains with 
copies of the Revised Standard Version 
of the New Testament, King James 
Version of the New Testament and 
the King James Version of the Bible. 
All of these, and portions of Scrip- 
tures which may be in demand, will 
be available to servicemen through 
regular supply depots without cost. 





More Support Asked 


NEW YORK —(RNS) — A budget 
of $4,307,000 for the work of the 
American Bible Society in 1961 was 
endorsed by the agency’s Advisory 
Council at its 42nd annual meeting 


here. Representing an increase of 
about $300,000 over the current year, 
the budget was recommended for final 
adoption by the society’s Board of 
Managers. 


In approving the budget, the council 
at the same time called on the more 
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than 55 Protestant denominations 
which support the society to increase 


their assistance. It stressed that new 
and greater tasks face all Bible so- 
cieties around the world because of 
such factors as the “exploding popula- 
tion, the advance of literacy and learn- 
ing, the new revolutionary moods and 
methods, the rise of nationalism, the 
resurgence of ancient religions and 
the threat of nuclear destruction.” 


Named secretary of a new promo- 
tional and financial committee was Dr. 
James G. Patton of Atlanta, Ga., ex- 
ecutive secretary, General Council, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(Southern). 





Taxpayers Appeal Case 
Of Texas Nun-Teachers 


BREMOND, Tex. — (RNS) — A 
ruling by the Bremond School Board 
giving some concessions to a group of 
taxpayers charging it was operating 
“an unconstitutional parochial school 
with public tax funds” has been ap- 
pealed to the State Education Com- 
missioner. 


While granting part of the plain- 
tiff’s demands the board declined to 
halt leasing the school from the Cath- 
olic Church or employing traditionally- 
garbed nuns as teachers. The board, 
however, ruled that no pictures, ob- 
jects or ornaments of a religious na- 
ture should be displayed and no relig- 
ious instruction should be given on 
the school premises. 


Plaintiffs had maintained that since 
the nun-teachers are under vows of 
poverty, the state and school board 
are actually paying the sisters’ sal- 
aries to the Catholic Church. 


Court action against the school was 
first brought by the plaintiffs in March 
1959. Lower courts and the state 
Supreme Court which heard the litiga- 
tion, however, ruled that the taxpay- 
ers had not exhausted all administra- 
tive remedies before going to the bar. 
Following these rulings the plaintiffs 
filed their complaint with the school 
board. 





Catholics Head Lists 
For U.S. Grants, Loans 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — Roman 
Catholic schools head two new lists of 
church - related institutions getting 
loans and grants from federal agencies. 


Need For Freedom In Education Discussed | : 


MONTREAT, N. C. Current 
trends in “public” education point up 
a need for parents to be free to choose 
the type of schooling their children 
will get, participants in a Christian 
Freedom Foundation conference were 
told here. 


Speakers warned that the totali- 
tarian doctrine that children belong to 
the state is being accepted widely in 
the United States. In an address on 
“The Present Crisis in Education” Dr. 
Gregg Singer of Catawba (N. C.) 
College linked the current problem to 
passage of compulsory attendance laws 
and the increasing power of state 
boards of education. State boards, 
through textbook selection and teacher 
certification. are generally advancing 
the cause of Dewey’s “progressive” ed- 
ucation, he noted. 


In the advance of Deweyism, the 
schools have given up the idea that 
the “three R’s” are necessary, Dr. 
Singer said. Instead, he added, they 
have limited teaching largely to “self- 
expression” on the part of the chil- 
dren. 


“Selling secular education is not dif- 
ficult,” but parents “should see to it 
that their children are not exposed to 
sub-Christian or anti-Christian educa- 
tion,” Dr. John R. Richardson told 
the conferees. Dr. Richardson, pastor 
of Atlanta’s Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and a director of the founda- 
tion, reported on the organization of 
a day-school program by his congrega- 
tion. “Trinity Schools,” as it is of- 
ficially known, includes grades 1-8 and 
a Bible School in night classes. 


“Christian Education is Different” 
was the Atlanta minister’s topic. He 
said all teaching is from a point of 
view, either man-centered or God-cen- 
tered. 





——— 


“We need not apologize to any- 
one for organizing schools to teach 


Christian truth,” Dr. Richardson de- | 
He explained that Christian | 
education is for both the heart and the c 


clared. 


head. 


Another director of the foundation, 
the Rev. T. Robert Ingram of St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church, Houston, 
Texas, spoke on “A Christian Phil- 
osophy of Education.” Christ author- | 
ized the Church to be a teacher, Mr. 
Ingram said, adding that the purpose |) 
of any church-related school must be | 
“to prepare children for eternity.” 


The entire curriculum of the schoo! 
in his parish hinges on the teaching of 
reading by the “old” phonic method, 
the Houston minister said. Because of 
its success, there is now no formal 
reading training necessary beyond the 
third grade, he disclosed. He added 
that youngsters also learned to read 
rapidly because they were started on 
the exciting stories of the Bible rather 
than on “dull” fare of most state-ap- 
proved primary texts. 


Mathematics is taught in his school 
to develop logical thinking processes, 
Mr. Ingram reported. He said most 
of the educators in control of the pub- 
lic school systems have abandoned this 
concept. 


He reminded that public schools 
were first conceived in Prussia as a 
political weapon and that they are 
being used in America as a political 
tool today. 


The Rev. I. E. Howard, assistant 
Editor of Christian Economics, said 
the foundation was interested in edu- 
cation because parents are being 
threatened with loss of the choice of 
what kind of education their children 
will get, as public schools become in- 


creasingly secularized. 





The Atomic Energy Commission an- 
nounced grants of $1.5 million to col- 
leges throughout the nation for the 
purchase of laboratory equipment to 
initiate or expand the use of radioiso- 
topes and other nuclear material in 
their science instruction programs. Of 
the grants to church related institu- 
tions, 26 of the 40 recipients are Cath- 
olic colleges. 


The U. S. Office of Education, un- 
der Title III of the National Defense 
Education Act, is loaning $1.7 million 
to private and parochial schools for the 


purchase of equipment, remodeling and 
expansion of facilities for teaching 
science, mathematics and foreign lan- 
guages. 
getting these loans, 71 are Roman 
Catholic, 8 Protestant and 21 Jewish. 
The largest loan is one of $245,500 to 
Cathedral High School of Springfield, 
Mass., a Roman Catholic institution. 





The fellow who agrees that all faiths 
should unite probably doesn’t speak 
to his brother-in-law. 
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Text: “And the Lord came, and stood, 
and called as at other times, 
Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel 
answered, Speak; for thy ser- 
vant heareth” I Sam. 3:10. 


The spiritual future of Israel did 
indeed look dark. Eli, the high priest, 
was a godly man, but his sons, who 
were to succeed him, were immoral, 
blasphemous men who profaned the 
worship of Holy God. 


For roughly three hundred years, 
the children of Usrael had been mak- 
ing themselves at home in the Pro- 
mised Land. Their government, which 
had been a theocracy, had degenerat- 
ed into anarchy, with occasional men 
of leadership raised up to help them 
throw off the yoke of some oppressing 
neighbor. “Every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes” is the oft- 
repeated refrain of the Book of 
Judges, and this subjective - relative 
morality had now even taken its toll 
of the priesthood. 


A demoralized priesthood, an alie- 
nated people, a silent God: these were 
the marks of the period, when out of 
the desert there blossomed a rose; out 
of the cesspools of degeneracy there 
bubbled a spring; and out of the deep- 
ening gloom there emerged a hopeful 
ray of light. 


For God, who would not leave Him- 
self without a witness, spoke into the 
ear of a responsive lad, and Samuel 
the prophet was commissioned. 


There is much that could be said 
about this young life. Here was a 
child born of the union of devoted 
lovers. He was a child of promise, a 
child of sacrifice, a child of consecra- 
tion. And we would indeed do well 
to learn the lessons his home afford- 
ed if we secure the same results in 
our children. 


Or we could consider here the hand 
of Almighty God reaching into the 
course of human life, and providing 
the initiative that always precedes per- 
sonal redemptive history, and thus be 
led to think of the mysteries of Di- 
vine Election. 


But there is another phase of this 
story that will occupy our attention 
today, in relation to which the rest is 
but a backdrop. 


A MESSAGE FOR GOD’S 
MESSENGER 


Samuel was at the temple because 
of his mother’s prayers, not his own. 
He was given to the Lord because of 
his mother’s dedication, not by his 
own choice. Yet there is no indica- 
tion that he rebelled at his lot, and 
he learned dutifully those lessons that 
were before him. He was trained in 
the elaborate ritual of worship. He 
was schooled in the rigorous details 
of Mosaic legislation. 


All of this was necessary and proper. 
But one thing was lacking: “Samuel 
did not yet know the Lord, neither was 
the Word of the Lord yet revealed un- 
to him.” His religious experience was 
academic, not yet personal; his faith 
was traditional, not yet dynamic. 


It is no wonder, then, that when 
God did break the silence of the night, 
Samuel was completely taken by sur- 
prise. God was trying to get a mes- 
sage across to His chosen messenger, 
but His voice was totally unexpected. 
Samuel was not expecting God to speak 
to him, for “Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord, neither was the Word of 
the Lord yet revealed unto him.” We 
can, of course, excuse Samuel because 
of his age and spiritual immaturity, 
but what about us? Does the voice 
of God ever catch us asleep in the lap 
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“| WHEN GOD SPEAKS 


REV. B. CLAYTON BELL 


of modern luxury? We call ourselves 
Christians! We claim to be disciples 
of Christ! We go to church to wor- 
ship ... but are we really expecting 
to commune with, and communicate 


for the living Christ? 


We are in constant danger of sub- 
stituting the visible means for the in- 
visible end. To what purpose is all 
our religious training if it does not 
train us in personal piety? We must 
see beyond the Word of God to the 
God of the Word! We must reach 
beyond prayer to the God of prayer! 
We must look beyond the sacraments 
to Jesus “the pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith’! We must see that be- 
hind the imperfections of the visible 
church stands Jesus Christ, the Per- 
fect Head of the Church, “Whose we 
are, and Whom we serve”! 


J. B. Phillips, commenting in the 
Preface to The Acts of the Apostles 
on his reaction to the study and trans- 
lation of that book, says: 


“Yet we cannot help feeling 
disturbed as well as moved, for 
surely this is the Church as it 
was meant to be. It is vigorous 
and flexible, for these are the 
days before it ever became fat 
and short of breath through pros- 
perity, or muscle-bound by over- 
organization. These men did not 
make ‘acts of faith,’ they be- 
lieved; they did not ‘say their 
prayers,’ they really prayed. 
They did not hold conferences on 
psychosomatic medicine, they 
simply healed the sick. But if 
they were uncomplicated and 
naive by modern standards, we 
have to ruefully admit that they 
were open on the God-ward side 
in a way that is almost unknown 
today.” 


9 
. 


“Open on the God-ward side . 
This is the first step in knowing God 
and His message for today. 


This is necessary for the clergy. 
Richard Baxter, in lamenting the 
spiritual superficiality of his day, said, 
“All churches either rise or fall as 
the Ministry doth rise or fall.” And 
Tom Allen, in “The Face of My Par- 
ish,” says, “It is easy to uncover the 
faults and failings of the traditional 
order of the Church’s life. It is su- 
premely tempting to cut oneself off 
from so much that contradicts the es- 
sence of faith, and dams up the chan- 
nels of divine grace. But at the end 
of the day, I am compelled to recog- 
nize that the failure of the Church 
is my own failure as a minister, and 
that the answer to it lies within my- 
self. To realize that is our despair; 
it is also our hope.” 


But this is also necessary for the 
laity. The New Testament knows 
nothing of discipleship by proxy. 
There is no double standard of spirit- 
uality and discipleship. The layman 
as well as the minister is called to fol- 
low the Living Christ, to obey Him, 
and to bear witness to His redeeming 
love and transforming power. 


Because Samuel was not expecting 
God to speak to him, we find a very 
natural reaction. He ran to Eli. He 
heard a voice calling his name, and be- 
cause he had never had personal deal- 
ings with God, and was not expecting 
God to speak to him, he mistook the 
voice of God for the voice of a man. 


Let us be humbly careful that we 
do not make this mistake. How easy 
it is to dismiss the words of a Sunday 
school teacher or a friend, or the 
preacher who is trying to correct us 
or instruct us, as mere educated or 
pious opinion. “That’s just his opin- 
ion” could well be the attitude that 
would close our ears to God’s message 
for us. 


May God make us sensitive to see 
and quick to confess that attitude of 
mind which would say, “I don’t need 
to listen to others: I already have the 
truth.” 


But on the other hand there is an- 
other danger against which we must 
guard with equal care: The danger 
of mistaking the voice of a man for 
the voice of God. To swallow hook, 
line, and sinker as the truth every 
opinion uttered by some man, or some 
school of thought is to border on 
idolatrous devotion. Paul’s warning 


to the Corinthians, “Be not ye the 
servants of men,” could well be para- 
phrased, “Don’t be enslaved to the 
leadership, teachings, or example of 
any mere man, but be ye followers of 
Christ.” 


Notice also in this story the type 
of person to whom God spoke — a 
willingly obedient child. This reminds 
us of Christ’s words, “Except ye re- 
pent and become as a little child...” 
and “If any man will to do His will, 
he shall know of the doctrine whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of 
myself.” Also, we can hear God’s 
Word through Isaiah, “If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat of the good 
of the. land.” 


And so it is with the Christian’s 
message today. We are not preaching 
a new Gospel, but rather an old Gos- 
pel. But it is a new age, with a new 
approach, with a new appeal, and with 
renewed power. We do not have to 
“bring Christianity up to date.” We 
are not to alter Christianity to fit the 
pattern of thought created by our 
time. As Joy Davidson has pointed 
out, ‘When your child swallows poison, 
you don’t sit around thinking of ways 
to adapt his constitution to a poisonous 
diet. You give him an emetic.” Our 
responsibility as Christians is to give 
to a sin-sick world the message of 
God’s love in Christ. 


We have an old message to offer as 
a solution for the perennial problems 
of anew age. Yet this message can be 
as new as our experience of it. Its 
dynamic power must start with its 
grip on our lives. 


God’s last word to man is Jesus 
Christ, the Incarnate Word, who is re- 
vealed in the written Word of God. 
This is God’s message for the world: 
A message about sin, for Christ is 
the measure of perfection; a message 
of righteousness, for Jesus is Incarnate 
Holiness; a message of judgment, for 
the Cross bore our Saviour, “who His 
own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteous- 
ness”; a message of love, for God gave 
His Son; and a message of hope, for 
“now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the first fruits of them 
that slept.” 


But this message must be a personal 
reality before it can ever be a pro- 
phetic reality, and the personal experi- 
ence cannot be merely a past ex- 
perience to which we point, but a con- 
tinuing communion. 


Second, the message given to Sam- 
uel was a startlingly unpleasant mes- 
sage. Unpleasant, for it was a message 
of judgment — startling, for “Judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God: 
and if it first begin at us, where shal] 
the ungodly and the sinner make a 
showing?” This message of judgment 
is not the Gospel, but it is the presup- 
position of the Gospel. The opening 
word of the Gospel is always a word 
of God’s judgment on sin. For with- 
out a sense of the judgment and the 
wrath of God, His mercy and love 
would have little meaning for us. 
Without the Prodigal’s sense of sin, 
we would never know our need for 
the “Lamb of God.” Jesus said, “For 
judgment I am come into this world.” 
Luke tells us that Paul reasoned with 
Felix concerning righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment. The writer 
of Hebrews says, “it is appointed unto 
men once to die, and after this the 
judgment.” 


For some a Gospel of judgment and 
redemption is unattractive. It is re- 
garded as an ancient “blood” religion, 
based on a pagan sacrificial system. 
The preaching of the Cross — in their 
eyes — is simply foolishness. 


Too, the Gospel of Christ includes 
a narrow exclusivism for which it is 
often ridiculed. But Jesus said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father but by 
Me.” In a day of broadminded tol- 
erance, the message of the Cross is an 
offense to many. But thank God it is 
not an offense to His elect — to those 
who are not so much interested in 
tolerance, as in mercy; nor in broad- 
mindedness as in salvation. 


NOT EASY FOR 
THE MESSENGER 


Our passage would indicate that 
Samuel did not get much sleep after 
he heard the message. It was not 
only a message that would shock the 
nation and cause its ears to tingle, it 
disturbed him. Who was he to be 
chosen a prophet? Why should God 
pick him to tell the ancient high priest 
that judgment was on the way? What 
would Eli say? These and other 
thoughts crowded his mind until the 
sun dispelled the darkness of the night, 
and it was time to resume his duties. 


Have you hesitated to accept Christ’s 


Commission — the assignment to be 
His witness in the world — as your 
own? Maybe you haven’t felt quali- 


fied; maybe you have felt inadequate . 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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The Layman’s Bible Commentary 


A Review Article 


Vol. 9, PSALMS; Vol. 12, JEREMIAH, LAMENTATIONS; Vol. 20, ACTS; Vol. 25, 
I, Il, Ill JOHN, JUDE and REVELATION. John Knox Press. About 135 pp. each. 
$2.00 each or $1.75 in any combination of four titles. 


The second release, of four volumes, 
of the LAYMAN’S BIBLE COMMEN- 
TARY is now out and in circulation. 
(There will be four additional vol- 
umes released each October until the 
set is complete.) As in the case of 
the first five, published last year, 
these volumes are both strong and 
weak, depending mostly on the indi- 
vidual author. This means that what- 
ever may be said about one volume 
should not be taken as necessarily ap- 
plying to the entire set. 


In an interesting manner, denomi- 
national publishing houses tend to re- 
flect the temperament of the denomi- 
nation. This is to say that one can 
tell a great deal about a Church from 
reading the literature flowing from 
its presses. 


There are exceptions, of course. Oc- 
casionally, today, the editorial control 
of a denomination’s publishing facili- 
ties may fall into the hands of persons 
whose interests do not lie with that 
denomination’s historic testimony . . . 
with disquieting effects. The best ex- 
ample of such a situation within the 
Presbyterian family of Churches today 
can be found in the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church, traditionally arch- 
conservative almost to the point of 
being “hard-shell.” There are vast 
stirrings within Cumberland Presby- 
terianism and not the least of the 
reasons why is the fact that its official 
publication, The Cumberland Presby- 
terian, has become notable for its lib- 
eral editorial policy—one of the most 
liberal in Presbyterian journalism, as 
a matter of fact. 


But most denominational publica- 
tions afford a faithful measurement 
of the spiritual temperature of that 
denomination. THE INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE, published by the Methodists, 
reflects the 


theological liberalism 


which has so badly sapped the strength 
of that great, once-evangelical denomi- 
nation. 


Similarly, THE WESTMINSTER 
STUDY BIBLE, which is the contri- 
bution of the UP-USA (Northern 
Presbyterian) Church to the flow of 
modern commentaries, reflects the 
notable but still mostly disguised de- 
partures from evangelical Christianity 
characteristic of that denomination. 


Our own denomination, perhaps 
more than any other, may be said to 
have a spiritual split-personality. And 
the most revealing thing that can be 
said about the THE LAYMAN’S COM- 
MENTARY is that it faithfully reflects 
this theological schizophrenia. Neither 
frankly evangelical nor disarmingly 
confessional, it approaches the Bibli- 
cal evidences of the supernatural and 
the miraculous with great caution. 
There is a certain consistency evident 
throughout but it is a consistency of 
the left, the right and the middle of 
the road all at the same time. 


Here is a Commentary which man- 
ages to be both conservative and lib- 
eral, both traditional and “progres- 
sive,” both reactionary and radical. It 
scarcely ever offends any of Christ’s 
little ones. Yet it is couched in lan- 
guage which does not offend the 
world’s little ones either. Some vol- 
umes, on the whole, are more faithful 
to the historic Gospel than others. Of 
these, the volume on Acts is the best 
of the current set. Others are more 
representative of the wisdom of the 
world which will admit nothing real 
beyond the reach of that reason and 
psychology available to anyone. Of 
these the best example in the current 
set is the commentary on the Reve- 
lation. 


For the record, the Commentary 
usually resolves matters of critical and 
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historic interest from the accepted 
conservative viewpoint. Thus Jeremiah 
actually wrote Jeremiah, John actually 
wrote the Revelation, and “there is 
reason to believe that David composed 
some of the psalms.’”’ The conserva- 
tive is satisfied. 


But the “Word of the Lord” to 
Jeremiah is to be understood only as 
a “presentiment”; the Revelation is 
only one of a large collection of 
apocalyptic literature written to the 
early Church and in every essential 
respect alike; and this: “the prophetic 
thought in vv. 3-6 is too clear to 
allow a Davidic authorship of Psalm 
24.” (David didn’t write Psalm 23 
either, by the way.) The liberal is 
not offended. 


The actual exposition of the Bib- 
lical text is generally satisfying to the 
student seeking enlightenment. Al- 
though not a detailed treatment (al- 
lowing the author to skip over occa- 
sionally difficult verses), the Biblical 
train of thought is rather faithfully 
reproduced. 


This is quite often without the 
supernatural implications inferred from 
many familiar passages of Scripture, 
however. In a sense this is the Com- 
mentary’s only fault — howbeit an 
awfully big one. 


For instance, Psalm 110 has always 
been interpreted in terms of the per- 
son and work of Jesus Christ because 
the book of Hebrews so interprets it. 
Dr. Rhodes recognizes that the New 
Testament sees things in the psalm 
that are applicable to Christ, but he 
doesn’t believe that the author of the 
psalm intentionally spoke prophetically 
or that his contemporaries so inter- 
preted him. 


The reference to Melchizedek Dr. 
Rhodes treats thus: “The psalmist is 
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saying that each Davidic king stands 
in a long succession of priest-kings 
who have reigned in Jerusalem and 
whose most illustrious representative 
is Melchizedek.” Not only does the 
reference to a “long succession of 
priest-kings who have reigned in 
Jerusalem” suggest a very late date 
for the psalm; the “priest-king”’ dual 
role is a rather novel thought for the 
period; and the comparison of Melchi- 
zedek with David’s line contradicts 
Hebrews which finds significance pre- 
cisely in the fact that Melchizedek 
was without ancestry and without de- 
scendents. 


Thus Psalm 110 according to Dr. 
Rhodes, bears not the faintest re- 
semblance to Psalm 110 according to 
Hebrews 7. Here Melchidezedek’s sig- 
nificance is kingly; there it is priestly. 
Here he is the symbol of a “long line”’ 
of kings; there he is the symbol of 
One who has neither ancestry nor 
descendents. Here he _ represents 
David; there he represents Levi and 
Aaron. 


The above treatment is admittedly 
unusual. It is only a conspicuous ex- 
ample, however, of the general incli- 
nation of the Commentary to offer a 
reasonable explanation of the Biblical 
text suiting the contemporary situ- 
ation. The Commentary is not inclined 
to suggest an explanation of any pas- 
sage which depends upon a revelation 
or a prophetic insight not ordinarily 
available to human reason or “pre- 
sentiment.” And when this editorial 
attitude is applied to a book such as 
the Revelation the result is sometimes 
bizarre as we will attempt to show in 
a moment. 


In the case of Psalm 110 it would 
have been easy to say: “The com- 
parison of the King to Melchizedek is 
unusual for this period. It can only 
be understood, of course, in terms of 
Hebrews 7 where the fulfillment of the 
inspired author’s praise is said to be 
in Christ.” But that sort of “foretell- 
ing” is not allowed in the Commen- 
tary. 


* * = * 


PSALMS, by Arnold B. Rhodes, 
Prof. of O. T. at Louisville Seminary. 
With due allowances for the lack of su- 
pernatural or prophetic elements, this 
volume is both readable and helpful. 
Dr. Rhodes is especially gifted in as- 
signing titles: “The Dividing Line” 
(Psalm 1), “Genesis 1 Set To Music” 
(Psalm 8), “The Psalm of Psalms” 
(Psalm 23), “Not Guilty as Charged” 
(Psalm 69). 
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For the author all of the psalms 
are anonymous. His classification of 
the Books follows the usual pattern 
(1-41, 42-72, 73-89, 96-106, 107-150). 
The Introduction is quite helpful al- 
though he tends to find “an imperfect 
monotheism” in the psalms. In other 
words he does not hesitate to opine 
that some of the psalmists believed in 
the existence of gods other than the 
Lord. 


While he finds Messianic impli- 
cations in the “royal” psalms (45, 110) 
he does not find any Messianic impli- 
cations in the “suffering” psalms 
(22, 69) or the “son of man” psalms 
(16, 40) although he does not fail to 
make the important Christian appli- 
cation when it applies: (16:8-11) “Cer- 
tainly it is only in the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ that the hope of God’s 
people finds its center.” 


JEREMIAH, LAMENTATIONS, by 
Howard Tillman Kuist, Prof. of Bible 
at Princeton Seminary. In one of the 
most helpful expositions of Jeremiah 
this reviewer has seen, Dr. Kuist de- 
velops the topical rather than the 
chronological organization of the 
prophecy. He does it in terms of the 
the two contrasting themes of Judg- 
ment and Restoration which he sees 
recurring throughout the book. Al- 
though Dr. Kuist cannot bring himself 
to make the “Word of the Lord” more 
than a “presentiment” to Jeremiah 
(“he became convinced that Zedekiah’s 
futile resistance would be _ disas- 
trous”), he treats the text with rever- 
ence and is not afraid to explain such 
stories as the one of the linen waist- 
cloth (Jer. 13:1-11) in terms of an 
actual experience of the prophet and 
not just a parable. 


ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, by Albert 
C. Winn, Prof. of Theology at Louis- 
ville Seminary. This volume is by far 
the best of the four. The work of the 
Holy Spirit is emphasized and the 
miracles are reported in such a way 
as not to offend a simple faith. There 
are none of the flagrantly natural 
explanations so evident in the other 
commentaries mentioned at the begin- 
ning of this article, of such events as 
Peter’s miraculous release from prison. 
In this volume Dorcas was really raised 
from the dead. It is the Holy Spirit 
as a Person Who calls and appoints 
and bestows gifts upon the Church. 
And believers are those whom the 
Lord has purchased unto Himself with 
His own precious blood. 


Of course Dr. Winn cannot quite 
avoid the critical view altogether. Re- 


ferring to the Ascension he says that 
“Luke put the faith (of the Church 
in an exalted Jesus) in the form of 
a concrete story.” And referring to 
the gift of tongues at Pentecost he 
writes: “Perhaps Luke has let his the- 
ology run away with his history.” On 
the whole, however, this volume is as 
good as any from one of the more 
conservative publishers. 


I JOHN, Il JOHN, Il JOHN, JUDE 
and REVELATION, by Julian Price 
Love, Prof. of Bible at Louisville Sem- 
inary. As the volume on the Acts is 
the best of the four, so this one is 
the poorest. And yet this evaluation 
applies only to the section on the 
Revelation where the general weak- 
ness of the Commentary as a whole 
in matters pertaining to supernatural 
and prophetic elements is cast into 
bolder relief than in any of the other 
volumes thus far published. 


I JOHN is interpreted as a “fiery 
polemic against Gnosticism” with the 
Christian grace of love rightly defined 


as a fruit of the Spirit. A clear dis- \f 





a 


tinction between the children of God | 


and the children of satan avoids the 
universalism so often evident in com- 
mentaries on I John. And the inter- 
play between faith and love is ef- 
fectively described. In at least one 


unfortunate passage the author de- 


clares that one difference between the 
Epistle of John and the Gospel, is 
that in the Gospel the Second Coming 


of Christ is seen to be the coming | 


of the Holy Spirit whereas in the 
Epistle it is thought of as “the last 
hour.” 


II JOHN and III JOHN are interpret- 
ed traditionally and as letters to 
churches. 


JUDE is recognized as a polemic 
against false teachers in the Church 


who denied that Jesus Christ had come | 


in the flesh. But in a remarkable bit 
of eisegesis, Dr. Love deduces that 
these wicked men were characterized 
by a “sectarian” 
cording to Dr. Love) Jude foresaw 
those who later would divide the body 
of Christ into denominations because 
they had “private axes to grind.” And 
the implication is strong that the evil 
teachers of Jude’s day were first cen- 
tury ancestors of opponents of the 
ecumenical movement! Jude himself 
is taken to be some unknown person 
who sought to identify himself with 
the family of James in order to en- 
hance his authority. (!) 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 


HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
]. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mor. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 
W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 
R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
Everett C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mogr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 






Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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BDIJOHIALS 


The Church Meant Business 


Roman Catholic prelates in Puerto 
Rico who promised excommunication 
to those who voted for the Popular 
Democratic Party have carried out 
their threat. Warning worshippers on 
the Sunday after the elections not to 
approach the altar if they so voted, 
local priests told their members that 
they cannot be restored to communion 
without confession of sin, penance and 
the promise that they will not again 
vote for PDP. 


The action was received with shock 
by most Roman Catholics who ob- 
viously had not believed that the 
Church would carry out its threat. 
Dona Felisa Rincon de Gautier, 
Mayor of San Juan, protested: “This 
thing on Sunday is just too much. I 
don’t think they have a right to deny 
communion.” 


A secular magazine, the Sunday 
supplement Parade, recently asked the 
question, “Are churches failing our 
youth?” 


Despite evidence of greater numbers 
of young people engaged in church ac- 
tivities than ever before, Parade won- 
dered out loud if it all amounts to 
very much after all. 


National research organizations re- 
cently have come up with startling 
reports, according to Parade. Ameri- 
ean youth is bored with church pro- 
grams. 


Young people, the magazine alleged, 
are bored with Sunday School, bored 
with youth meetings, bored with 
church recreational programs, bored 
with church athletic programs. 


Significantly enough, the surveys 
disclosed that study programs and ac- 
tivity programs were counted equally 
boring. Young people — it implied— 
are captivated neither by play nor by 
instruction, as such. 


Parade reported that the solution 


to the youth problem lies in useful} 


service, letting young people work off 
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For that remark, Dona Felisa’s 
pastor announced that she would be 
required to do public penance before 
being restored to communion. 


Thus the overwhelming defiance of 
the directive of the Church which was 
expressed in the voting means noth- 
ing until enough time has elapsed to 
tell whether the dreaded punishment 
of excommunication has its effect in 
the NEXT election. The priests an- 
nounced that their approval of the 
PDP will be given after it changes its 
policies respecting birth control, re- 
leased-time religious education, sterili- 
zation of mental defectives, etc. 


Persons in Puerto Rico so naive as 
to have believed that the Roman 
Church will not have its way in poli- 
tics are evidently in for a liberal 
education. 


Are Churches Failing Our Youth? 


“idealistic steam’; and in opportuni- 
ties for thinking through and solving 
their problems. The magazine sug- 
gested that one of the best answers 
lies in the “work retreat” and other 
types of retreat. 
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We wonder if the Church’s youth 
problem is fundamentally as far re- 
moved from the Church’s adult prob- 
lem as this and other articles we have 
seen imply. It rather seems to us 
that whether for adults or for youth, 
the Church’s primary task is to meet 
a special need. And it further seems 
to us that boredom can be expected 
to set in (among youth or adults or 
any others) when there is much ac- 
tivity to no real purpose: when the 
need is not met. 


No amount of entertainment, in- 
struction, the formalities of worship, 
work, will fill the vacuum left by a 
program which fails to supply the 
commodity for which the Church was 
created. 


Introduce the youth to the Lord of 
Glory; build youth programs around 
a vital fellowship with Jesus Christ: 
orient activities in terms of growth 
in grace and in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ — and you'll have no 
“youth problems.” 


Study such successful youth move- 


ments as Young Life, Intervarsity, 
Youth for Christ. Despite an occa- 
sional denominational insensitivity, 


one thing stands out about them: they 
have no “youth problem.” Nor bore- 
dom problem. Instead they are char- 
acterized by a most thrilling and con- 


Our suggestion: determine the 
source and the nature of that vitality 
and adapt it to the denominational 
program. 





Christmas Is Coming! 


Christmas decorations are going up 
everywhere now and Christmas will 
soon be here. Once again we would 
join all those individuals and organi- 
zations endeavoring to keep the true 
“spirit” of Christmas related to the 
Incarnation: the coming to earth from 
His place at the right hand of His 
Father of Jesus Christ our Lord, for 
the purpose of dying that we might 
live. 





Journal artist A. Wayne Wilhelm, 
in the adjoining cartoon, has caught 
the unfortunate “spirit” which charac- 





’__terizes too much of our celebration. 
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A Christian Obligation 


Regardless of the personal prefer- 
ences, political affiliations; yes, and 
the apprehensions of Christians prior 
to the recent election, all have an ob- 
ligation now which will be neglected 
to our personal and national loss — 
the obligation to pray for our incom- 
ing President and the administration 
which he will head. 


The New Testament admonition to 
believers to pray for those in authority 
is predicated, not on the individual as 
such but on the office which he holds; 
that through the prayers of God’s peo- 
ple public office shall become a chan- 
nel for righteousness, justice and 
peace. 


When our Lord affirmed the duty 
of people to render to Caesar his just 
due He was affirming a principle. Paul 
amplifies this principle in the thir- 
teenth chapter of Romans: “Let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God.” 
In II Timothy he urges prayer “for 
kings, and for all that are in au- 
thority.” In I Peter we are enjoined 
to “honor the king.” 


The problems of our nation, and the 
world, are so staggering that man can 
never hope to cope with them. That 
they are due only too often to man’s 
deliberate turning from God to his own 
ways makes them ten-fold more serious 
and their only solution all the more 
obvious. 


The prayers of God’s people can 
make the difference between national 
and world calamity and a world-chang- 
ing spiritual awakening. To that end 
we should pray, that God will in grace 
and mercy give wisdom and guidance 
to those to whom are entrusted far 
reaching decisions. There is no ques- 
tion but that God is able: “The king’s 
heart is a stream of water in the hand 


of the Lord; he turns it wherever he 
will.” 


Pray for our President! 


—L. N. B. 











Man’s resistance to and rejection 
of God’s proffered salvation is a con- 
tinuing fact of history. We are sur- 
rounded by the evidences of His grace. 
We are the recipients of His redeem- 
ing love and we live in a time when 
the pleas of the Gospel are to be heard 
on every hand. 


But we also live in a time when 
on every hand we see men hardening 
their hearts against God’s revealed 
truth, either rejecting it out of hand, 
or changing it to suit their own inter- 
pretations. 


How does God react to the hardness 
of man? No man knows enough of 
the total picture to say just what God 
will do, or when, but the Scriptures 
are very specific that the judgment of 
God descends on man and there is 
no reason to think that we are more 
immune to divine justice than other 
peoples or generations. 


One of the writers of the Proverbs 
says: “He that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed. and that without remedy.” 
(Prov. 29:1). 


Our Lord, speaking of those who 
had rejected Him, declared: “Verily 
I say unto you, it shall be more toler- 
able for the land of Sodom and Go- 
morrah in the day of judgment, than 


for that city.” (Matt. 10:15). 


The Apostle Paul, pleading with the 
church at Rome wrote: “Or despisest 
thou the riches of his goodness and for- 
bearance and longsuffering; not know- 
ing that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance? (Phillips trans- 
lates this: “Don’t you realize that 
God’s kindness is meant to lead you 
to repentance?”’) But after thy hard- 
ness and impenitent heart treasurest 
up unto thyself wrath against the day 
of wrath and revelation of the right- 
eous judgment of God:” (Romans 2: 
4,5). 


John, in the Revelation, tells of a 
day when the peoples of the earth will 
cry out to the mountains and rocks: 
“Fall on us and hide us from the face 
of Him that sitteth on the throne, 
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‘A Layman And His Church 


“AND YE WOULD NOT” 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





and from the wrath of the Lamb; for 
the great day of His wrath is come; 
and who shall be able to stand?” (Rev. 
6:16,17). 


To ignore the hundreds of Bible ref- 
erences to the coming judgment of God 
is to ignore a volume of truth which is 
a part of the complete Gospel mes- 
sage; for that is the message of for- 
giveness and _ salvation, preached 
against the back-drop of divine judg- 
ment on sin and the unrepentant sin- 
ner. 


This is being written because this 
vital part of God’s message to man is 
too often ignored today. The love 
of God is being preached as a warped 
doctrine, for it can never be fully 
appreciated unless preached in the 
context of the holiness and justice of 
God. The love of God is not a pious 
sentiment. Rather it is His overpower- 
ing willingness to go to any length to 
redeem hopeless sinners — even to 
the gift of His Son as a divine sacri- 
fice for sin. 


Nor is the Gospel the proclamation 
of the word that we “are already 
saved.” Man is NOT saved until he 
enters a relationship with Christ in 
which there is confession of sins, re- 
pentance for sins and acceptance of 
God’s redemption from sin through His 
Son. 


The playing down of judgment, per- 
verting the clear Biblical plan of salva- 
tion is increasingly common today. Re- 
course to the opinions of men has no 
validity with God — and it is a poor 
substitute for revealed truth. 


This perversion of the Gospel teaches 
that all men will eventually be saved, 
a philosophy which not only denies the 
clear affirmations of Scripture but 
which at the same time cuts out the 
motivation of missions and evangelism. 


That the judgment of God is a re- 
ality the Scriptures affirm in so many 
places that man ignores the fact to his 
own eternal loss. 


That Christ is the only way of sal- 
vation is also attested to again and 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 


ie Pray For... 
Fhe Billy Graham 
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A new decade of evangelistic endeavor 
begins in 1961. The significant promise of 


thousands of prayer partners around the 
world were willing to fulfil their responsi- 
bility. They were willing to pray. 


Because they are confident that your 
prayer support will continue, the Billy 
Graham Team dares to move forward in 
this new decade...to undertake new cru- 
sades...to attempt to reach additional 
thousands for Jesus Christ. 


The crusades in Florida...centered.in 
Miami but reaching the entire State... 
will launch the new decade. For the first 
three months of 1961, the focal point of 
the Team’s evangelistic ministry will be 
Viami. Here it is that the prayers of 
Christians around the world must be 
centered. 


With the population increase of 76.7% 
since 1950—the largest in the nation— 
Florida has moved to the fore in areas of 
significance in the present history of our 
country. In Florida’s burgeoning cities 
thereis vast potential for spiritual achieve- 
ment. New lives...new families...new 
homes...new communities are every- 
where. 


To meet these responsibilities is the 
challenge which the Billy Graham Team, 
together with the churches of Florida, 
has accepted. The resultant impact upon 


Miami Beach Con vention Hall the life of the State—and the Nation—can 


MARCH 5-26, 1961 





STATE-WIDE RALLIES EXTEND THE CRUSADE TO 


JACKSONVILLE January 14, 15 
ORLANDO January 21, 22 
CLEARWATER January 28 

ST. PETERSBURG January 29 

BRADENTON & SARASOTA February 4 
TAMPA February 5 
TALLAHASSEE February 11 
GAINESVILLE February 12 











be history-making. 


Do you dare to fail in your responsibility 
to pray? 


Why not plan your vacation in Florida 
and share in these crusades? 


WRITE TODAY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION TO 
THE BILLY GRAHAM GREATER MIAMI CRUSADE, INC. « 228 WE Second Ave. Miami, Florida 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 18, 1960 


OL 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Compassion Of Christ 


Bible Material: Isaiah 61; Matthew 11:27-30; Luke 7: 
18-23. 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 42:1-10. 


Webster says that compassion is sorrow or pity ex- 
cited by the distress or misfortunes of another. How 
often we read in the Gospels that Jesus was “moved 
with compassion”! The world of Jesus’ time was full 
of sickness, ignorance, sorrow and sin. All of these 
things excited the pity of His great heart of love and 
He went about ministering to those who needed heal- 
ing, teaching, comfort and forgiveness. 


He came to seek those who were lost. In Luke 15 He 
told the Pharisees and scribes why He ate with pub- 
licans and sinners. He was seeking lost men as loving- 
ly and earnestly as a shepherd seeks the sheep that is 
lost, or the woman the coin she has lost. He welcomed 
the sinner who returned as gladly as a loving father 
welcomes a wayward son who comes back home. 


The compassion of Jesus is the compassion of God, 
for “he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” He 
is Son of God and “God is love.” Compassion is the 
outpouring of love in response to distress and the need 
for help. 


In our devotional reading from Isaiah 42:1-10 the 
prophet gives a beautiful description of the ministry 
of Christ: “Behold, my Servant, whom I uphold; mine 
Elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my 
Spirit upon Him: He shall bring forth judgment to 
the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause 
His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed 
shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall He not 
quench: He shall bring forth judgment unto truth... 
I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness, and will 
hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee, and give Thee 
for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 
to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house.” 


As Jesus went about doing good, teaching, preaching 
and healing, He fulfilled these words of the prophet 
Isaiah spoken so many hundreds of years before He 
came to earth. Everywhere He went His heart was 
moved with compassion as He saw the sick and wander- 
ing and lost multitudes. We have the same Saviour 
today whose loving heart is moved with compassion. 
Do we feel as He feels towards people in distress or 
misfortune, lost men and women who crowd our streets? 


It was said of Brother Brvan of Birmingham that he 
kept saying on his deathbed, “So many people! So 
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many people! So many people without Christ.” We 
live in a needy, sick, and suffering world. The greatest 
need of these men and women is Christ. Are our 
hearts touched by their need? Does our compassion 
lead us to do what we can to help them, and especially 
to bring them to the One who can do far more for 
them than we can do? Our pity and sorrow for the 
suffering and bewildered and lost men and women all 
around us and all over the world ought to make us 
do all we can to bring sunshine and happiness and 
comfort to them. 


The love and compassion of God led Him to do 
something, and the result is our glorious plan of sal- 
vation. All three Persons of our Triune God have a 
part in saving and blessing lost sinners. This comes 
out very beautifully in Jesus’ conversation with Nico- 
demus in the third chapter of John’s Gospel. Let 
us read that familiar passage again and notice how the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit all work together 
in the salvation of men. (John 3:16 is sometimes 
called the “Little Gospel” or “The Gospel in a nut 
shell.” It is the “Big Gospel” condensed into a few 
words). “For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


God so loved, that He gave — gave His well-beloved 
Son. The Son so loved that He came to live among 
us to be “lifted up” on the cross even as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness. He was willing to 
die the painful and shameful death of the cross in 
order that men might be saved. Jesus had said to 
Nicodemus, “except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” If we by faith believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, then we know that the Holy 
Spirit has done His work, and we are “born of the 
Spirit.” The God of Love and Compassion came to 
our rescue and all three Persons of the Godhead have 
their part in the wonderful plan of salvation. Truly, 
this is a great salvation”! How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation? 


Our lesson for today is concerned chiefly with the 
compassion of Christ described by the Prophet Isaiah 
and manifested in the work our Lord did while here 
on earth. 


I. The Program of Christ: 
Luke 4:16-19). 


Isaiah 61 (compare 


The opening verses of this chapter were chosen by 
Christ as the text for His sermon at Nazareth: “And 
He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up: 
and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 





on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And 
there was delivered unto Him the book of the Prophet 


Esaias.” (Incidentally, here is strong proof of the 
unity of Isaiah. The Bible knows nothing of “two 
Isaiahs” or three, but only one great prophet; it was 
the book of the Prophet Isaiah.) “And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where it was 
written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because 
He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; 
He hath sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And He began 
to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.” 


“To preach the Gospel to the poor.”” The common 
people flocked to hear Him, and heard Him gladly. 
The rich and proud do not see their need for a Saviour. 
The poor and the meek ones of earth respond to its 
message and become rich with all the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. They become heirs of God and joint- 
heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“To heal the broken-hearted.” How many such 
people did Tesus heal! The broken-hearted sisters, 
Martha and Mary, as they wept and mourned over the 
death of their brother; the broken-hearted mother who 
was taking her son to be buried; the broken-hearted 
father who brought his afflicted boy to the disciples, 
and then to Him. Everywhere Jesus went broken 
hearts were mended. He is the same today and can 
heal our broken hearts, if we will come to Him for 
comfort and help. 


“To preach deliverance to the captives.” There 
were many demon-possessed people in Jesus’ day. He 
cast out these demons and the demoniac sat at His feet 
clothed and in his right mind. He will do the same 
thing for people of that kind today, and when we 
read of the horrible crimes committed by men today 
we feel that Satan has many captives who need to be 
freed. 


“Recovering of sight to the blind.” Jesus healed 
many who were blind. He is ready to open our spirit- 
ually blind eyes so that we can see Him in all His 
beauty. 


“To set at liberty them that are bruised.” He did 
not break the “bruised reed” but gave it freedom and 
strength. He did not break the poor, sinful woman, 
as her accusers wanted him to do but sent her away 
forgiven and strengthened. 


“To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” Today 
is still a day of grace. Judgment is coming, but we 
can still call men to repent and turn before the door 
is shut. 


This was the program of Jesus. It was the program 
proclaimed by Isaiah. It ought to be the program of 
His Church as she ministers in His name. Inasmuch 
as we do these things for men we do it to and for Him. 


II. The Invitation of Christ: Matthew 11:27-30. 


This is the invitation of the One to Whom are de- 
livered ali things of the Father. It has meant much 
to burdened souls in all ages. “Come unto Me, all ye 


that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” It is said that there is an arched gate in a 
European city leading into a narrow lane and on it is 
written, “Let no man enter with a burden on his 
shoulders.” Someone on seeing the sign, remarked, 
“They may not have burdens on their shoulders, but 
many pass through with burdens on their hearts!” 


Is there anyone without a burden on his heart? 
Jesus is the great Burden-Bearer. He was a man of 
sorrow, acquainted with grief. He took the burden 
of sin, being made sin for us, who knew no sin. “Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy; my burden is light.” No burden 
is too heavy if we come to Him for help. 


III. Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Coming One: 
Luke 7:18-23. 


John the Baptist had been put in prison by Herod 
and from the prison he sent two of his disciples, saying, 
“Art thou He that should come? or look we for an- 
other? In that same hour He cured many of their 
infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto 
many that were blind He gave sight.” Jesus told 
John’s disciples to go back and tell John what they 
had seen and heard. Jesus’ works were His credentials. 
“Believe me for the very works’ sake,” He said to His 
disciples. His program is the proof of His Messiah- 
ship. No one else has ever done the things He did, 
for no one else had the authority and the ability to 
carry out such a program of teaching, preaching and 
healing. As the Son of God He had the power. 
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@® SAFE ... backed by Church Extension 
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® PAYS YOU ... up to 7.4% returns 
® PERMANENT ... payments to you are 


sure and regular, with a fixed income 
. . not involved 


® COMPLETED GIFT . 
with later legalities 
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... from your in- 
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© TROUBLE-FREE 
checks sent 
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© YOUR WITNESS 
FOR CHRIST ... Ask for 
in the years to come FREE FOLDER 
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FOR DECEMBER 18, 1960 


OUJH WORK 








Preparing For A Birthday 


Scripture—Luke 2:1-20 


Suggested Hymns— 


“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: When 
we speak of preparing for a birthday at this time of 
vear, the birthday we have in mind is that of Jesus 
Christ. We are not suggesting that there was a time 
when God had no Son, but we are remembering the 
time when the eternal Son came to earth in human 
form. The birth we celebrate at Christmas is the birth 
of Christ’s human nature. 


How should we think of this great event? We recog- 
nize it as the focal point in history. All time is 
measured from the birth of Jesus . . . so many years 
B.C. (Before Christ), or so many years A.D. (since 
the anno domini or the year of our Lord). Every 
time we write the date we are commemorating the birth 


of Christ. How can we take note of it at this 
particular season? How should we celebrate this 
birthday? This is not an ordinary birthday, out 


we can get some suggestions for observing it by remem- 
bering the ways we go about celebrating an ordinary 
birthday. Usually we seek to do things that will honor 
the person having the birthday, and we bring him 
gifts. 

The time has come to think about honoring Christ on 
His birthday, and to think about the gifts we want to 
make to Him. If we want to observe this important 
day properly, we cannot afford to wait any longer to 
make our preparations. We are ordinarily very busy 
with our own plans and projects at the Christmas 
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FOR SALE: Multilith Duplicator, Model 750. 
condition, price reasonable. 


berculosis Sanitorium. Thomas 
Florence, S. C. 


Excellent 
Florence - Darlington Tu- 
R. Miller, chairman, 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


SELECTION OF APPLICANTS BEGINS JANUARY 15 
25 PERCENT OF FRESHMAN CLASS RECEIVES 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVERAGING $50¢ EACH 


Write: OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
AND FINANCIAL AID 
Box J 
Davidson College 


Davidson, No Carolina 
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season, but the most needful thing is to remember 
Him Who is having the birthday. 


FIRST SPEAKER: This season of the year is so 
busy for most of us that we sometimes find it very 
convenient to make a list of the things that must be 
done, and then we check them off one by one as they 
are taken care of. Why would it not be a good idea 
to make a list of the things we want to do in honor 
of Christ as we look toward His birthday? 


First on our list we might put reading and thinking. 
We will miss a valuable opportunity to honor Christ 
if we do not faithfully read the Bible during these days, 
especially the glorious passages which tell of the Lord’s 
birth. We list reading and thinking because we ought 
never to read these words without allowing time to 
think about their beauty and rich meaning. Nothing 
can take the place of the Bible, but there are collections 
of Christmas stories and poems that make. profitable 
Christmas reading. We can always honor Christ by 
filling our minds with thoughts that glorify Him. 


Next we can list prayer. The Lord is always hon- 
ored by sincere prayers. Especially when we are think- 
ing of Christ’s coming into the world for our sakes 
we ought to praise Him and give Him our thanks. We 
also honor Christ when we commit our cares and de- 
sires as well as the desires of others to Him. We ought 
always to pray, but this is a way of honoring the Lord 
which we should especially remember on His birth- 
day. 


Then, we ought to list church attendance. We al- 
ways have special services at our churches in observance 
of Christmas, but this year finds Christmas falling on 
Sunday, which means we shall have special opportunity 
to honor the Lord on His birthday. Let us plan now 
to be in the Lord’s house on His birthday, and let us 
see to it that nothing interferes with our plan. 


Next on our list we can put hymn singing. Some of 
the most beautiful music we have is the Christmas mu- 
sic. Many groups go caroling during the Christmas 
season. Why not honor the Lord by joining such a 
group, or, if you do not know of one, why not organize 
one? Instead of playing secular music on our record 
players, why not begin making a collection of good 
Christian Christmas records, and play them during 
these days? In this way we could honor Christ our- 
selves and also lead others to think about Him at the 
same time. 


Another item for our list is helping others. The 
Lord said that we can serve Him by serving others 








MAJOR MEDICAL 
FOR RETIRED 
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Cuas. J. Currir, Executive Secretary 
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MAKE IT THE 
LARGEST EVER 


in His Name. Christmas is a splendid time for deeds 
of kindness to the sick and needy done in the Name 
of Christ. This is one of the practical ways of honor- 
ing Him on His birthday. Perhaps we could under- 
take some project of this kind as a group of Christian 
young people. 


(List these items on the chalkboard as you mention 
them. When you have finished ask for additional sug- 
gestions from the young people, and allow time to 
discuss them.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: Oftentimes we make a Christ- 
mas list of another kind. We list the gifts we plan to 
give. If Christmas is Christ’s birthday, ought we not 
to have some gifts for Him? The Wise Men brought 
rich gifts. What about us? Can we adequately pre- 
pare for Christ’s birthday without planning to offer 
Him a gift? What can we give Him? What should 
be on our gift list for Christ? 


We can give Him our hearts in complete trust. This 
is a gift that He wants very much. He came into the 
world and gave His life to save us from our sins, and 
the only way we can satisfactorily respond to His love 
is to trust Him as our Saviour and Lord. Perhaps 
most of us have already done this, but let us examine 
our hearts to make sure. Until we give Christ our 


hearts, we have withheld from Him the best gift we 
have. 


We can give Him our lives in service. The Lord 
does His work on earth by means of people who are 
committed to His service. We can offer the Lord a 
very valuable gift by saying to Him: “I'll go where you 
want me to go. I'll say what you want me to 
say... I'll do what you want me todo... I'll be 
what you want me to be.” Are we perfectly willing to 
be used in whatever way the Lord wants to use us? 


We can give the Lord our money. We may not have 
very much money now, but we can begin the practice 
of giving at least a tenth of what we have for the 
Lord’s work. The Lord is more interested in the 
spirit and the proportion of our giving than He is 
with the actual amount. One of the opportunities for 
giving at Christmas is the Joy Gift which is received in 
our Presbyterian churches. This offering is used to 
supplement the inadequate income of disabled and re- 
tired ministers and their families. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


£_-=aee $2.50 4th Reader ................. $3.50 
0 —F aaa $2.75 5th Reader ..................$3.75 
3rd Reader ..................$3.25 6th Reader .................$4.25 





OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-12, Rowan, lowa 























PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 

Second Semester Begins January 30, 1961 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 
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(List these on the chalkboard and ask for additional 


These are some of the acceptable gifts with which we 
can honor the Lord on His birthday. 


suggestions from the young people.) 





For your closing prayer sing the last stanza of “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem.” 





= 


WHEN GOD SPEAKS—from p. 6 


for the task. But the Lord Jesus, 
Who has given the command, will give 
you the power. Never forget that the 
greatest prophets were laymen — not 
the professionals. 


In the case of Samuel, the message 
was delivered. Fearfully, haltingly, 
but completely the young lad repeated 
what he had been told, to Eli. He 
did not hedge or omit a single point. 


Lastly, we notice that the message 
of God, though delivered by a boy, 
carried all the authority of every Di- 
vine revelation. Samuel spoke the 
message plainly, Eli heard the mes- 
sage clearly, and God drove its con- 
victing truth to his heart. 


“The Word of God is living, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a 
descerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.” 


This is the character of the message 
we are to proclaim. It is not our 
message, but God’s message, and it 
will have its effect in the hearts of 
our hearers if we contemplate the liv- 
ing Christ with hearts that are humbly 
bowed in obedience to do His will. 
Then the message carries the weight 
of God’s authority, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, men will bow them- 
selves in humble acknowledgement 
that “It is the Lord, let Him do what 
seemeth Him good.” 


But this is a rather sour note upon 
which to conclude: The picture of an 
old man, standing with head bowed 
and features resigned, saying in so 
many words, “God is right; I’ve got it 
coming.” Let us look again at those 
elements of the story that suggest the 
characteristic Christian attitude mark- 
ing the life of those who receive and 
proclaim the Gospel, God’s message. 


Expectancy — that buoyant, dy- 
namic relationship with the living 
Christ that makes us look for God and 





JOURNAL subscriptions make wel- 
come Christmas gifts. Make your 
list today and mail it with a check. 
THE PRESBTERIAN JOURNAL, 
Weaverville, N. C. 





His will at every turn of the road. 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning expresses 
this attitude — and its opposite — in 
these words: 


“Earth’s crammed with heaven, 

And every common bush afire 
with God; 

And only he who sees takes off 
his shoes— 


The rest sit around it and pluck 
blackberries.” 


Discernment — that ability which 
comes from an humbly obedient heart 
to understand when God is speaking 
and what His message is. 


Fidelity — Keeping the message 
pure and faithful to the original, and 
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How much is 
She worth to you? 





You‘d never put a price tag on 
your child. Nor would you 
wish to place a price on the 
value of her Christian nurture. 
You want her to have the very 
best. Every church can afford 
literature for a complete educa- 
tional program—pupil’s quar- 
terlies, teacheér’s guides, teach- 
ing pictures, story papers, 
youth vespers, devotional 
guides, and Action (the leader- 
ng magazine for every teach- 
er). 


Our Presbyterian literature offers you all these for 
only five cents per week per pupil enrolled—a small 
price when you think of what it means to her. 





BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION * PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


PAGE 17 /-THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / DECEMBER 7, 1960 


BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 





not allowing personal, social, or eco- 
nomic pressures to alter it for the ex- 
pediency of the moment. 


Obedience — that quality of char- 
aeter that compels us first to apply the 
message to our own lives, and then to 
carry it as far as it was intended to go. 


“And the Lord came, and stood, and 
called as at other times, Samuel, Sam- 
uel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; 
for thy servant heareth.”’ 


2 ” * * 


The Rev. Mr. Bell, who is pastor 
of the Chapel in the Pines church, Bir- 
mingham, Ala., preached this sermon 
on the occasion of the installation of 
the Rev. Donald R. Esty as Associate 
Minister of the South Highland church, 
Birmingham, Ala., Oct. 30, 1960. 





LAYMAN—irom p. 11 


again. Furthermore, there is a place 
which our Lord called “Hell,” a place 
of separation from God which can only 
be avoided by accepting God’s way to 
eternal life. 


This is not a hard doctrine, for going 
hand in hand with the affirmation of 
judgment and Hell there is offered 
pardon and eternal life with God, 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 


We would earnestly caution all who 
stand up to preach that they conform 
their message to God’s revealed plan 
for in it is hope and joy and eternal 
assurance. To change this message 
of love and redemption from the guilt 
and penalty of sin is to lead men to- 
wards an abyss which will be seen and 
admitted — but too late. 


“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which kill- 
est the prophets, and stonest them 
that are sent unto thee; how often 
would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, as a hen doth gather her 
brood under her wings .. . AND YE 
WOULD NOT! 


SUNDAY-BY-SUNDAY 
BULLETIN SERVIC 





§2 colorful bulletins provide new beauty and inspiration 
each week ... a different cover design for every Sunday 
Twelve bulletin covers in gorgeous full color, plus forty 
two-color designs. All on high-quality stock. inside pages 
blank, inspirational message on back cover if desired 


95¢ per 100 bulletins per Sunday 
Send for FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
From your Bookstore, or 
sit STANDARD PUBLISHING 
$\0 


Cincinnati 31, Ohio PJ-1260 








Children’s Bible Studies |o 





Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle e 
STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS o 
11. Looking Back the 
Circle letter under YES if the sentence is true; circle letter under |) 
NO if it is false. A 
= of 
YES NO ess 
1. The Bible was written by holy men. | E na 
2. There are mistakes in the Bible. L N 
3. We must do what the Bible tells us. , 2% - 
4. Christ helps us to understand the Bible. H A ce 
5. God created the world. E F 7 
6. Day, firmament were created same day. + B he 
7. Dry land, seas, grass on fourth day. D E e 
8. Sun, moon, and stars on third day. J G - 
9. Fish and fowl on fifth day. | M hi 
10. Animals and man on same day. N O . 
11. God worked on the seventh day. P N 
12. Serpent (Satan) told a terrible lie. po . 
13. God loved and punished Adam and Eve. N R et 
14. God made them coats from fig leaves. A H " 
15. Abel's offering pleased God. occa F 
16. Cain was killed by his brother. A H 
17. Noah was a “doer of God’s Word.”’ R C 
18. Noah, his family and animals were saved. ] T 
19. The rainbow is the sign of the most wonderful 
promise in the Bible. P S 
20. The tower of Babel pleased God. A T 








(Copy in order the letters you have circled.) 





hie vecidneliiabdiasiadisinasata 


| 
| 
ADAM EVE CAIN ABEL NOAH SHEM HAM JAPHETH | 
(Use one of these names to answer each of the following.) ; 
Genesis 2:15-22; 3:1-6. | 
Who gave animals their names? | 
Who was to dress and keep the garden of Eden? | 
Who was Adam's wife? | 
To whom did the serpent speak? | 
Who was tempted by the woman to eat? 
Genesis 3:8-13; 4:3-9. 
Unto whom did God call, “Where art thou?” 
Who blamed the serpent? f 
Whose offering pleased God? 
Who killed his brother? 
Whom did God call to build the ark? 
Name one of Noah’s sons. 
Stories of all these people are in the first book of the Bible. 
What is its name? 
1 






































(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,’ Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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ler 


right 
alif. ) 





wen 


"of the writing. 














- a pep hi REE RE EW ARE RD 2 
 eaumee —eeese eee  em ee R ee e 


REVIEW ARTICLE—from p. 8 

REVELATION is interpreted as a 
typical example of “apocalyptic litera- 
ture.” By “apocalyptic literature” is 
meant a style of writing in the sense 
that poetry is a style, that the fable is 
a style or that the parable is a style. 
According to this theory, certain au- 
thors of religious literature employed 
symbols and veiled figures in order 
to convey hidden meaning to those 
who knew how to unravel the mystery 
But the theme is 
essentially the same as that of ordi- 
nary Biblical prose. 


The apocalyptist is to be distinguished 
from the prophet in that he is more 
of a dreamer, one who thinks trans- 
cendentally about how things ought to 
be even as he views them as they are, 
who is convinced that the way to live 
here and now is in the confident 
expectation that things will not always 
be this way, for God reigns! An 
apocalypse, then, is a philosophy of 
history (according to this view) such 
as Augustine’s “City of God.” 


There is no foretelling in an apoca- 


| lypse. The author does not actually see 
j events to come, any more than the 


communist is actually seeing things 
to come when he bases his present 
Nd 


Wy 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


a 














activities on the confident hope of a 
future classless society. The “future” 
perspective in apocalyptic writing is 
just an attitude with which we face 
the present (according to this theory). 


This view of Revelation is an in- 
creasingly popular one. Dr. Love is 
perhaps as representative of it as any 
modern writer. It is a view which 
demands a contemporary or “present” 
interpretation for every passage. This 
approach, of course, means that one 
must ignore such verses as 4:1 (“Come 
up hither and I will shew thee things 
which must be hereafter.”) Dr. Love 
interprets that verse as follows: “The 
herald describes the worship scene as 
‘what must take place after this’ (to) 
show again the close connection in 
the writer’s mind between heaven and 
earth.” (Whatever that means.) 


Most revealing of all, there is no 
distinction made between the Revela- 
tion of John and other “apocalyptic 
literature.” Whatever is said of the 
Revelation is said not of a book but 
of “apocalyptic literature” in general, 
such as 4th Esdras, Enoch, The As- 
sumption of Moses and the Apocalypse 
of Baruch. As a matter of fact at 
one point the author states that these 

(Cont. on p. 20, col. 3) 
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WANTED 
Contact with anyone desiring po 
sition as Church D. C. E. Write 
“D.C.E.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Talladega, Ala. 


WANTED — Christian Young Man 


with training 





in public education 
and recreation to direct educational- 
recreational program, and Young 
Adult Work for Presbyterian church 
of 700 members. Reply Box 68, 
Weaverville, N. C. 





Invest 


in lives | 
and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
a Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 





SE SS A A a a <a ee ek ae ce eee 


‘Send ... Something to EAT for Christmas” 


a, A grateful missionary and relief worker writes: “Your letter and the many 
fn packages which followed it, especially the CARE food parcels, gave us no 
end of joy and encouragement, since we were able to help so many in their 
terrible hunger and distress.” 


Another Hebrew Christian missionary writes on behalf of her converts in 
Jugoslavia: “You may think that the economic situation has improved here, 
but not for the people who have survived the gas chambers. They are siill 
in dire need, for they are unemployed, and broken in body.” Then she makes 
this pathetic plea: “Please, dear brother, do send food parcels to these Hebrew 
Christians so they may have something to eat for Christmas!” 


We plead with you, dear Christian friend, to help us to send these Hebrew Christians not costly 
presents, but “something to eat for Christmas.” At this blessed Christmas season help us to re- 
lieve distress and give joy to Hebrew Christians in Germany, Hungary, Jugoslavia, Israel, and 
other places where our ministry extends. Please remember especially the little children and 
the aged Hebrew Christians whom we support in Homes. Remember the words of our Lord: 
“Unto the least ... my brethren.” 


Further information on request. 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW:CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
5630-P North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Illinois 
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MINISTERS 


W. L. Hodgkin, from Milton, N. C., 
to the Mills River church near Hen- 
dersonville, N. C. 

H. Warren Allen, Los Angeles, 
Calif., has succeeded Kenneth Wil- 
son, now a missionary under the 
U. S. (Southern) Board to Japan 
as pastor of the Brentwood church, 
also of Los Angeles. 

L. B. Horne, Jr., from Weslaco, 
Tex., to San Antonio, Tex., 2610 
Hopeton. 

H. Pannkuk, from Worthington, 
Minn., to Prinsburg, Minn. 
Frederick C. Low, from New Or- 
leans, La., to the Towson, Md., 
church. 

Joseph C. Wagner, from Havelock, 
N. C., to the Stockbridge, Ga. 
church. 

N. P. Farrior, Pink Hill, N. C., has 
retired and is living at Rose Hill, 
N. C. 

Julian F. Craig, Jr., from Saluda, 
S. C., to the James Island church, 
Charleston, S. C. 

Kenneth L. Christy, from Versailles, 
Ky., to the Tims Memorial church, 
Lutz, Fla. 


RENE RE RE TERE op 

please pray 

for the nine million 
people in the 


WORLD'S 
LARGEST 
_ City 











TOKYO 
CRUSADE 


May & through June 5/1961 
DR. BOB PIERCE. Pretideat 


: WORLD VISION, INC., 
4 Box 0, Pasadena, Calif. 


“@ or World Vision of Canada. 
: Box 181-K, Toronto, Ontario, cusses 











William H. Cheatham, from the 
Cumberland Church to the First 
(U. S.) Church, Rusk, Tex. 

David W. A. Taylor, Bristol, Va., did 
not accept the call issued by Enoree 
Presbytery and reported here. 





LETTERS 


THE POWER OF LOVE 


Regarding your quiz in the Nov. 16th 
issue, I agree to the fundamental dif- 
ference between Christian experience 
and Christian communication. How- 
ever, No. 5 in the quiz should be an- 
swered false. We are not set free 
when we accept the fact that God loves 
us. Many unbelievers accept the fact 
that God loves everyone including 
themselves. But that doesn’t set them 








free. God sets free only those who 
put their faith in Jesus Christ. 
—(Rev.) Barton L. Hellmuth 
Ashburn, Va. 





REVIEW ARTICLE—tfrom p. 19 


others “directly affected the writing 
of Revelation.” He does not say that 
they should be included in the Bible 
although one wonders why not; and 
he does say that the Revelation is 
the greatest of them all, although one 
wonders why. 


Finally: “This book contains noth- 
ing essentially new to the other por- 
tions of our New Testament.” It 
simply proclaims in a different way 
the eternal message of salvation. 


Commentaries that approach “apoca- 
lyptic literature” as this one does are 
definitely not recommended. 








train the Silties eal =r vinth 





new “training hour’ 





e Has the sparkle that appeals to 
youth, PLUS spiritual depth 


e Trains effective leaders through 
ACTIVE participation 


¢ Involves ALL members—not just 
the talented few 


e Provides youth-appealing VARI- 
ETY ... abundant CREATIVE 
ACTIVITIES 


e Gets young people into God’s 
Word for answers to life problems 


Here is a practical new training pro- 
gram that can be the “leadership 
lifeline” for your church and Sunday 
School . . . a program that’s geared 
to the tempo of today’s youth. 
TRAINING HOUR is more than a 
fellowship hour . . . it’s a comprehen- 
sive leadership development pro- 
gram that employs tested techniques 
for better training. It provides rich 
opportunity for group and individual 
expression in the wide variety of 
“training-by-doing”’. activities such 
as buzz sessions, discussions, skits, 
readings, panels, forums, debates, 


& 


FREE sample programs. 
Write Scripture Press 
Derr. P Wheaton, Illinois 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 





service projects, and other highly 
interesting and workable projects. 
Interest-packed weekly programs 
cover 15 basic themes, each vitally 
related to practical spiritual experi- 
ence: Christian living, personality 
development, church leadership, 
dating and preparation for marriage, 
stewardship, family life, Bible study, 
vocational studies, church history, 
missions, devotional life and wor- 
ship, doctrine, evangelism, religions 
and cults, and seasonal themes. 

You'll appreciate especially the 
way each program can be “‘tailored” 
to the leadership potential of your 
particular group. TRAINING Hour 
gives you an organized plan to train 
effective leaders, develop intelligent 
followers, and produce skilled be- 
lievers capable of functioning effec- 
tively for Christ. Get your FREE 
copy of the helpful 20-page booklet 
which shows how TRAINING Hour 
actually works. Contains sample 
programs for Jr. Hi’s, Sr. Hi’s, and 
adults. Send for your FREE copy 
woos 
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